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JOUR-J 410 MEDIA AS SOCIAL INSTITUTION DELIVERABLES       SPRING 2014 
 
GOOGLE DOC (50 pts.)                  due: variable dates 
 
The Google Doc (link here) is a repository of notes in the cloud made possible by student 
contributions. Think of it as a group study guide for the exam in this class. Each student will sign 
up for two (2) days where they will take notes and upload them to the Doc. Notes cover the 
day’s assigned readings and class discussions. You can put as much or as little as you decide 
warrants the contribution. 
 
The link to the Google Doc is on the course syllabus. Your contribution is due no later than 48 
hours after the class. Because you are doing two contributions, each one is worth 25 points, for 
a total of 50 points on this assignment. You will receive full credit for completing this 
assignment on time. Any notes uploaded after the 48-hour deadline will only receive half credit.  
 
 
TWITTER (50 pts.) 
 
Twitter is one of the dominant digital mediums of our time. But it is more than a tool for posting 
what you’re having for dinner, selfies, or where you’re going on a date. Twitter is a mode of 
communicating with followers in a shortened format. At 140 characters, it is often called a 
micro-blogging platform.  
 
If you don’t have an account, you will need to set one up (http://www.twitter.com). You then 
need to e-mail your instructor your twitter address (e.g., www.twitter.com/yourhandle). Next, 
you need to follow each student in the course and the instructor (https://twitter.com/J410media).  
 
Use Twitter as a means to share information with the class, pass on links to outside materials, 
ask questions, remind others of project deadlines, or anything else you think is important. If you 
engage and contribute to Twitter discussions, then you will receive full credit. 
 
 
PODCAST (50 pts.)           due: February 24, 2014 
 
Student groups (groups of two and one group of three) will design, record, and upload a 4 to 6 
minute podcast about a specific topic of their choosing as it relates to course content. Make 
sure you are taking a critical perspective on the topic. In other words, engage in a thorough 
discussion (e.g., positives and negatives, critically examine, etc.) and issue. Also, podcast topics 
should keep in mind good taste, relevance to the audience, and how well it engages the 
intended audience.  
 
The intended audience for your podcast is the general public who is on-line and digitally savvy. 
To appeal to your audience, your podcast can include a soundtrack, sound effects, or the like if 
you so desire. Please be aware of using copyrighted materials.  
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In terms of creating your podcast, there are many different free programs online (Audacity is free 
and fairly intuitive, but there’s also GarageBand and Sound Recorder) as well as smart phone 
apps (Blue Fire, Broadcaster, Report-IT, or Recorder). Here’s a podcast about using Audacity 
(link here). Finally, Podbean (http://www.podbean.com), PodOmatic 
(http://www.podomatic.com), Podcast Garden (http://www.podcastgarden.com), and My 
Podcast (http://www.mypodcast.com) offer free hosting services. Podbean is generally 
considered on of the better services online. 
 
Student pairs will share the same grade. Podcasts will be assessed on their completeness, 
critical thought, originality, and accessibility. Once uploaded, send the link to me via e-mail 
and I will compile them for the site so we can all listen to your work!  
 
 
VINE (50 pts.)                due: March 24, 2014 
 
Good references for understanding Vine: 
“6 Easy Steps to Better Vine Videos” (link here)  
“Pro Tips for Making Your Own Stunning Vine” (link here) 
 
This assignment will allow you to engage an emerging media technology and learn something 
from it (I hope). Using the smartphone app Vine, you will be creating and reflecting on a video 
that you upload. Vines are six seconds long. Your video should reflect upon digital culture in 
some way. Past that, you can be as creative as you want to be.  
 
Generally, there are two ways to do a Vine: a). stop-motion or b). continuous shot. The stop-
motion approach has multiple, rapid individual images strung together, while the continuous 
shot is smoother since it is all one take. Make sure to avoid explicit, lewd, or derogatory 
material. Experiment with both styles and watch what others have done so you can get an idea 
of the various approaches. And if you use someone in your Vine, be sure to get his or her verbal 
permission.  
 
When uploading, tag your Vine with the hashtag #j410cyberculture so I can access it to show to 
the class. In addition, you need to write a short (1-2 page) opinion piece arguing for or against 
Vine as a persuasive medium for digital culture. 
 
You will be assessed on your adherence to the theme and requirements above, the video/audio 
quality of your piece, and the argument you create in your opinion piece. 
 
 
MEME (50 pts.)                 due:  April 14, 2014 
 
For this assignment, you will be analyzing and creating two different memes that reference 
something socially significant. What do I mean by socially significant? Naturally this is 
subjective however I think memes like Koala Can’t Believe It, Socially Awkward Penguin, or 
Scumbag Steve are not socially significant because they generally are for humor’s sake. 
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However, ones like One Does Not Simply, Pepper Spray Cop, or Willy Wonka usually satirize 
something in society (not all, but most). This is what makes them persuasive, viral, and 
interesting to analyze. In essence, they are visual arguments created by society. 
 

   
 
As such, you are to choose two memes that you feel are significant and provide a short analysis 
of each. In examining the meme, tell me what makes it socially significant. What are they 
making fun of and why? In other words, what argument are they trying to make with the meme? 
You will need to include the memes in your document or provide links to them so I can see 
what you are analyzing. 
 
Next, I want you to actually create two socially significant memes based upon some issue or 
idea currently in the media. Memes can be made anywhere, however a good resource is Meme 
Generator (http://memegenerator.net), Quick Meme (http://www.quickmeme.com/), or Meme 
Crunch (http://memecrunch.com/). No need to explain them – if you create a valid visual 
argument they should naturally explain themselves. 
 
Put the analysis of two memes and your own two into a Word document and e-mail it to me by 
midnight of the due date. You will be assessed on the above-mentioned criteria. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE  (200 pts.)                 due: variable dates 
 
Screen Bytes:  http://screenbytes.wordpress.com 
 
To practice both research and writing, students will be contributing to a class news magazine 
called Screen Bytes. You will select a week (below) and write an article that does a thorough 
treatment of a subject related to something we study in this course. You are not confined to 
what we are studying that week. Rather, you should look to the general topics we are studying, 
topics that we are not studying (but related to cyberculture), what is going on in contemporary 
society, and what is important for readers to understand and know about. You will need to run 
your topic by me ahead of time.  
 
Publishing weeks are as follows: 

02.03 Bekka Oxley   03.17  Shawn Wooley 
02.10 Cecelia Roeder  03.24 Rusty Holse 
02.17 Dane Orth   03.31 Felicia Love 
02.24 Amanda Matafin  04.07 Tiffany Milnes 
03.03 Austin Mast   04.14 Adam Zwierzynski 

 03.10 Jessica Schliska 
 
Feature articles are more than just the facts. Rather, they dig deeper and explore an issue from 
multiple perspectives. Feature articles are often more creative in writing style and tone since 
they need to appeal to a more generalized audience – often pulling on human interests. Here is 
an excellent resource for you to find out more about writing a feature article. 
 
In creating your article, you will want to look at the issues and trends about your topic, as well 
as data, source material, the pros, and the cons of it. You will need to do your legwork and find 
out all you can so you are able to write something of interest for readers. Once finished, you 
will upload the article to the blog (username: screenbytes, password: 410cyberculture). You can 
access the backend of the blog at: http://screenbytes.wordpress.com/wp-admin/.  
 
In addition to adherence to the guidelines above, I will be assessing you on: 

• Spelling/grammar 
• Minimum of 700 words 
• Minimum of two images (photos, charts, etc.). Proper attribution is required. 
• Suggested Reading list (“For more information on XYZ, you might read…”) 


